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What is Claimed: 

1 . A method for the effective treatment of articulating joint surface 
cartilage by the transplantation of chondrocytes, to a surface to be treated, the method 
comprising the steps: 

(a) removing cartilage from the surface to be treated; 

(b) placing chondrocytes upon the surface to be treated; and 

(c) covering the surface to be treated with an absorbable covering cap. 

2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein the covering cap has a 
porous surface. 

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein the porous surface of the 
covering cap is directed toward the surface to be treated. 

4. A method according to claim 1 , wherein the covering cap is collagen. 

5. A method according to claim 1 , wherein the covering cap contains 
hyaluronic acid. 

6. A method according to claim 1 , wherein the covering cap is cell free. 

7. A method for the effective treatment of articulating joint surface 
cartilage by the transplantation of chondrocytes, to a surface to be treated, the method 
comprising the steps: 

(a) placing chondrocytes in a defect of the articulating joint surface; and 

(b) covering the surface to be treated with an absorbable covering cap. 

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein the covering cap has a 
porous surface. 

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the porous surface of the 
covering cap is directed toward the surface to be treated. 

1 0. The method according to claim 7, wherein the covering cap is 

collagen. 

11. A method according to claim 7, wherein the covering cap is cell free. 
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12. The method according to claim 7, wherein the covering cap contains 
hyaluronic acid. 

13. The method according to claim 7, wherein the covering cap is 
partially attached to the surface to be treated prior to placing of the chondrocytes on the 
surface to be treated in said step (b). 



14. 



A kit for chondrocyte transplantation comprising a covering-cap and 



a securing device. 



15. 



The kit according to claim 14, wherein the securing device is an 



adhesive. 



16. 



The kit according to claim 14, wherein the securing device is organic 



glue. 



